
Classification – product tables 

One of the most important customs tables, in which master data is recorded, is the Products screen. This 

screen is fed by two other screens where customs relevant information is recorded. One of those screens 

is the “Customs Product Codes”. In this screen all de CN codes are recorded.   

 

 
 

The other screen is the “Duty & Excise Taxes” screen. In this screen all the relevant taxes are assigned to 

each product group. This concerns import duties, excise duties, energy and stock levy. When tax rates are 

updated, the “old” product group needs to be put “inactive” and a new product group needs to be 

created. By doing this, old rates remain preserved in Tomcat.  

 



 
 

First all data in the screens “Customs Product Codes” and “Duty & Excise Taxes” must be completed before 

a new product code can be added in the screen “Products”. In the screen “Products”, the commercial 

names of the goods can be linked to the appropriate CN code and the appropriate product group. Like the 

two other tables, this table can only be updated by the customs specalist of Customer Service. She is 

authorized to change classifications. For example due to change in law or if after analysis it occurs that 

the classificasion given based on the documentation is incorrect. Upon receiving the goods, and after 

blending, the classification of the goods is verified and set down by the Customer Services department 

customs specialists. This is done on the basis of the documentation accompanying the goods. The quality 

certificate in particular plays an important role in this. The goods are classified on the basis of index 

numbers presenting the distillation trajectory and the sulphur concentration, for example.  

 

The historical data is retained in Tomcat. All current product codes have the status “Active” in the products 

table and can be selected when creating an order.  

 

If a CN code changes, it needs to be put “inactive” in the screen “Customs Product Codes” and the new 

CN code should be added to this table. Furthermore, the product codes in the “Products” screen, which 

are containing this CN code, also need to be put “inactive”. The product codes which are put “inactive” 

need to be re-created with the new CN code and the relevant product group. 

 



In the table in the “Products” screen, it is also captured under which licence the relevant product codes 

can be placed. Tomcat checks when activating an order if the manipulation of the product can be 

preformed under the chosen licence.  

 

In the screenshot below it shows that behind product 1-001 Gasoline Premium Unleaded the licences USF, 

PCC and IPR are checked. This means that manipulations of this product can be preformed under all 

licences. 

 

In the same screenshot it is shown that only licences USF and IPR are checked for product 1-007 C7 

(Toluene). If Customer Service wants to activate an order under licence PCC with product code 1-007, 

Tomcat will display the following warning: “One product involved in tank is not under the blending license 

of the order. Do you want to continue?” 

 

 
 
Tomcat includes a table in which the trade names of the goods are linked to a CN code. This table is kept 

up to date by the Customer Services customs specialists, who are also authorised to change classifications, 

for example if there is an amendment to the statutory requirements or if analysis shows that the 

classification set down on the basis of the documentation is incorrect. The historic data remain on file in 

Tomcat. All current CN codes have the “active” status in the product table. If a CN code is changed, the 

same product must be created again, but then with the new CN code. The line containing the former CN 

code is moved to the “inactive” status. These lines do get saved. In order to consult a historic overview, 

the inactive lines must be filtered from the screen. 

 

The product tables are also linked to a table in which every product is assigned a tax rate. This involves 

import duties, excise, energy tax and tax on stocks. If the tax rates are updated, it must be stated when 

this new rate will go into effect. The former rates will consequently be saved in Tomcat.  
 


